
A Paradigm Shift Series Lesson

The Rise of the Anti-Christ

Background

Before we look a what the Scriptures tell us about the one that we call “the Anti-Christ” we need to 
consider some background as taught by our modern day teachers.  During the last hundred years the 
primary teaching about the end times has focused mainly on a dispensational view of the Scriptures 
made popular by Scofield and the Scofield bible notes.  This view is based on the idea that God's 
dealings with man are within a dispensational framework where He works with different groups of men 
with different rules based on God's purpose for that group.  In other words, God has a “dispensation” 
for the Jews and a “dispensation” for the Gentiles.  God has not completed His plan for the Jews, but 
will complete it during a future seven year tribulation period when the Church has been removed from 
the earth and God deals exclusively with the Jews.

The contemporary teaching is that the Church will be “raptured”; that is, taken out of the earth in a 
secret return of Jesus in the clouds and the Church is taken to Heaven with Jesus for the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb.  Meanwhile, the earth suffers the wrath of God for seven years of tribulation while 
the Jews are being purified.  The Jews rebuild the temple in Jerusalem and re-instate the animal 
sacrifices.  The Anti-Christ makes a covenant with the Jews at the beginning of the seven year period, 
but in the middle of the period the Anti-Christ enters the temple and sits down and proclaims himself to 
be God.  This instigates war between the forces of the Anti-Christ and the righteous Jews.  This is a 
worldwide war of persecution of those who do not worship the Anti-Christ. The war ends with the 
return of Jesus to establish His earthly Kingdom.

While this teaching has a nice sound to it, is it really what the Scriptures say about end time events?  
Could it possibly be unsound doctrine based on twisted or false interpretations of what the word says?  
Hopefully, we will answer these questions as we proceed to look at what the word says about the times 
of the end.

The Jews

First, we need to address the issue of different “dispensations” for the Jews and the Church.  The Bible 
does not represent God as having two covenant people.  He only has one.

Galatians 3:28-29 NASB  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (29)  And if you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.

Romans 10:12 NASB  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;

1 Corinthians 12:13 NASB  (13)  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
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Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Acts 15:8-9 NASB  "And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy 
Spirit, just as He also did to us;  (9)  and He made no distinction between us and them, 
cleansing their hearts by faith.

Ephesians 3:6 NASB  to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of 
the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,

Romans 2:28-29 NASB  For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh.  (29)  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is 
that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but 
from God.

Ephesians 2:14-16 NASB  For He Himself is our peace, who made both   groups into   one and   
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  (15)  by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which 
is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the 
two into one new man, thus establishing peace,  (16)  and might reconcile them both in one 
body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

This sampling of  Scriptures makes it very clear that God does not have two people but has only one.  
He has made His people one through Christ Jesus.  He does not deal with His people differently but He 
deals with them according to His own eternal purpose.  [For further study about His one people see 
“The Nation of God”, “Heirs of the Covenant”, and “Law, Life and Inheritance”]

The Tribulation Period

Next, let's look at the idea of seven years of tribulation.  Nowhere in the Scriptures does the bible speak 
of a seven year tribulation period.  This idea comes exclusively from an interpretation of  Daniel's 
seventy weeks.  This interpretation says that the last week of years of Daniel's seventy weeks is delayed 
until the end just before Jesus returns physically to the earth.  It is interpreted as God's final dealings 
with the Jews because Daniel was told that the seventy weeks applied to his people.  This is strictly a 
dispensational teaching that is not confirmed anywhere else in the Scriptures; however, it has become 
the basis of a huge doctrinal structure to explain end time events. [For a more complete explanation of 
this see the Capsule Commentary “Daniel's Seventy Weeks”]

Revelation 7:14 speaks of “the ones who have come out of the great tribulation”.  The 
dispensationalists say this “great tribulation” means the seven years spoken of by Daniel; but, again, 
this is only an interpretation.  We have taken the word “great” to mean very severe.  However, the 
Greek word translated as great has multiple meanings.  Here is what Thayer's Greek Definitions says 
about it:

Thayer Definition:

1) great

1a) of the external form or sensible appearance of things (or of persons)

1a1) in particular, of space and its dimensions, as respects
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1a1a) mass and weight: great

1a1b) compass and extent: large, spacious

1a1c) measure and height: long

1a1d) stature and age: great, old

The primary definition depends on the context and what is being spoken about.  If one is speaking 
about “measure and height” the primary meaning is “long”.  If one is speaking about “mass and 
weight” the primary meaning is “great”.  In context then, “great tribulation” would actually mean “long 
tribulation”, which makes much more sense when you look at the verses that use this phrase.  So, rather 
than being a specific seven year period, it covers a long period of time.  As a matter of fact, it probably 
covers from the persecution of the early believers until the return of the Lord.

The Temple

Now, let's look at the “temple”.  The dispensationalists say that the Jews will rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem and re-instate the animal sacrifices as detailed under the Old Covenant.  They say that it is 
this temple which the Anti-Christ defiles as the Abomination of Desolation when he enters and seats 
himself in it and declares that he is God.  However, this is far from what the Scriptures present.

Jesus told His disciples when they spoke of the Temple in Jerusalem that not one stone would be left on 
top of one another. [Matthew 24:1-2]  This was fulfilled in 70 AD when the Roman army desecrated 
and destroyed the temple and the city.  This was the end result of the word of judgment spoken by 
Jesus.

Luke 13:34-35 NASB  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you would not have it!  (35)  "Behold, your house is left to you   desolate;     
and I say to you, you will not see Me until   the time   comes when you say, 'BLESSED IS HE   
WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"

Jesus made it clear that under the New Covenant the temple was His body. [John 2:21]  This was 
repeatedly confirmed by Paul. [1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; and 
Ephesians 2:20-22]  

Peter made it clear that it is us, the people of God, built together as living stones that has become the 
spiritual temple.

1 Peter 2:4-5 NASB  And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, 
but is choice and precious in the sight of God,  (5)  you also, as living stones, are being built up 
as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.

When John spoke in Revelation of the New Heavens and the New Earth and New Jerusalem 
descending from heaven to the earth, he described the various aspects of the city including the gates 
and the foundation; but he said this of the temple:
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Revelation 21:22 NASB  I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are 
its temple.

We can conclude from all of these Scriptures that under the New Covenant there is no physical temple 
but rather a spiritual house built of living stones for the dwelling of the Spirit.

We can also conclude that any rebuilt physical temple has no place nor purpose in God.  Do we really 
think that God will accept the blood of bulls or goats again after He has accepted the precious atoning 
blood of His own dear Son?  It would be an affront to Him, an abomination in His sight.

The Anti-Christ

Now with the background information in place we can move on with our discussion of the Anti-Christ.  
We have assigned the name “antichrist” to a person who arises to dominate the world and set himself 
up as God.  However, the Scriptures never actually call a person “antichrist” but instead reveal it as a 
spirit operating in people.

1 John 2:18-19 NASB  Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is 
coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.  
(19)  They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not 
of us.

John said at the time that he wrote his epistles that already many anti-Christs had appeared.  So, the 
concept of “antichrist” is not limited to a single individual even though John does imply that there is 
one coming who is the culmination of the anti-Christ spirit.

John also said that these many anti-Christs had gone out from the people of God.  In other words, they 
had been a part of the fellowship of believers but had left and went out on their own, probably drawing 
followers after themselves.  Based on this it seems probable that when the Anti-Christ comes forth he 
will also come from among the believers.

The word “antichrist” has a double meaning.  We usually think of it as “against Christ” but it also 
means “in place of Christ”.  When we think of it this way, the anti-Christ will put himself in place of 
Christ and operate in a manner that is against Christ.

Characteristics of Anti-Christ

The Scriptures give us some of the characteristics of the ones who operate under the spirit of antichrist 
and especially of the one that we would call the anti-Christ.

1 John 2:22 NASB  Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.

1 John 4:3 NASB  and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit 
of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.
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2 John 1:7 NASB  For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.

While John gives us the characteristics of the anti-Christ as the one who denies Jesus as Messiah, who 
denies Jesus as the Son, who denies Jesus as come in the flesh, and who denies both the Father and the 
Son, it is Paul who gives us the primary characteristic.  As we said, the Scriptures never actually calls a 
person the anti-Christ but presents the one that we think of in that way as “the man of lawlessness”, the 
“son of destruction”.

2 Thessalonians 2:3 NASB  (3)  Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come [that is 
the day of the Lord from the previous verse] unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,

The Actions of the Anti-Christ

While there has been a lot of conjecture about the Anti-Christ from the Old Testament prophecies, 
especially Daniel, I want to concentrate on what is said in the New Testament.

2 Thessalonians 2:4 NASB  (4)  who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or 
object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being 
God.

From this verse we see that the man of lawlessness

1. opposes every god;

2. exalts himself above every god;

3. exalts himself above every object of worship;

4. takes his seat in the temple of God; and

5. displays himself as being God.

Based on our background discussion we know that the temple of God is not a physical temple but is 
actually the spiritual temple of believers built together; so, the seat that the Anti-Christ is taking is in 
the hearts of believers. [I Corinthians 3:16]  

NOTE: The man of lawlessness cannot replace God in a physical temple because God no 
longer dwells in a physical temple but dwells in a temple not made by hands. The antichrist 
cannot replace God in a stone temple in Jerusalem for the simple reason that God no longer 
dwells in that temple. The only place in which antichrist can receive worship as God is in the 
temple of His body here on the earth.  The son of perdition will surely come on the world scene 
at some point in the future. He will not walk into a stone temple and declare himself to be God. 
Instead he will seek to enter your tabernacle. He will seek to sit in your temple (naos). He will 
attempt to take the seat upon which Christ alone should dwell in your heart. He will seek to stop 
your daily sacrifice which is the way of the cross. [Hebrews 8:2; Hebrews 9:24; Ephesians 
2:22]

The appearing of the Anti-Christ is fully orchestrated by Satan who gives his power and authority to his 
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representative.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 NASB  (8)  Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will 
slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;  (9)  
that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs 
and false wonders,  (10)  and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because 
they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.

In the original the word “false” applies to power and signs as well as wonders.  So, the activity of Satan 
produces false power, false signs and false wonders through the Anti-Christ.  This is done with all 
deception of wickedness.  The fact that these are done in falsehood means that they do not glorify Jesus 
nor the Father but rather glorify man, specifically, the man of lawlessness.  This is effective against all 
who have not received a love of the truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 NASB  (11)  For this reason God will send upon them a deluding 
influence so that they will believe what is false,  (12)  in order that they all may be judged who 
did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

God, Himself will send a deluding influence to those who do not love the truth.  If Jesus has not 
become functionally the Lord of your life, then you will believe what is false so that you will be judged 
for not believing the truth.

As we have seen there is an apostasy coming first.  Believers fall away from the truth.  It appears that 
this falling away reveals the man of lawlessness.  He places himself on the throne of our hearts in the 
place of Christ.  This is done through the working of Satan with all deception probably offering the 
fulfillment of the promise made by the enemy to Eve, “you shall be as gods”.  This has always been the 
offer of the enemy and it appeals to our self as god without the need of the true God.

The anti-Christ will be a man but the place of worship he seeks will be within your own heart. The 
covenant he will offer will be a promise of life without the daily sacrifice of self. Many today who walk 
with us in the kingdom of God will be deceived.  They will not recognize this man of lawlessness when 
he appears because they have been prepared for years by false teachers to receive him. He will not be 
what we have been taught to expect. Because many refuse the truth, God will send a strong delusion to 
harden them in their deception. At some point it will be too late. 

I urge you to examine these matters for yourself.  Set aside man made traditions and ask the Holy Spirit 
to lead you into the truth about these things. Turn from the doctrinal falsehoods and receive a love of 
the truth.  Be saved from the wrath to come.
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